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Mendel Kaplan ZTL
Rabbi’s Message Rav
served for many years as

a Rosh Yeshiva in both
Skokie Illinois and the Philadelphia Yeshiva. Rav Mendel, a disciple
of the revered Mussar master Rav Yeruchem Levovitz, the Mirrer
Mashgiach, was beloved by his students. In fact, it is not
uncommon to find a portrait of Rav Mendel hanging in the home of
his students. His keen insight into the human condition, along with
his extraordinary sensitivity towards his fellow man, played a major
role in his success in imparting invaluable life lessons to his
students.
A story involving Reb Mendel that I often find myself thinking
about, was relayed to me by one of his students. Reb Mendel passed away right before
Pesach when the yeshiva was off for the Chag, about thirty five years ago. Near the
yeshiva in Philadelphia, there was an auto repair shop that Reb Mendel frequented to
service his car. There was an older African American man that worked in the garage as a
mechanic. A few weeks after Pesach, with the yeshiva back in session, this man remarked
to the owner of the garage that he hasn’t seen the Rabbi in a while, and asked if he is ok.
The owner told him that the Rabbi passed away during the break. The man began to cry,
and he told the owner how every time he worked on the rabbi’s car the rabbi insisted on
going back into the work area to thank him personally. But that was not all, he would insist
on accompanying his thank you with a handshake. He would protest that his hands were
dirty and greasy. But the rabbi would insist on shaking his hand, saying if you can get your
hands dirty to fix my car, I can shake your hands and get them dirty too.
We see how Reb Mendel’s interaction with someone served to enhance the dignity of a
human being and how impactful it was in the person’s life. Perhaps we should reflect upon
how we act and talk with others, not just friends, family and professional colleagues but
even relative strangers such as cashiers in the supermarket and bank tellers. It can take
many forms, be it saying hello, how is your day, or thanking them sincerely etc.
Acknowledging another, and giving respect in a meaningful way, impacts both the
recipient and yourself in a positive way.

cooperative and the
President’s
Message
overall synagogue
During my first visits to
is unified. How

Ezras Israel on Shabbat, starting about seven or eight years ago, I
would sneak out immediately after Adon
Olam. Now I am writing my last column as
its president. That’s a
sign of how much
growth I’ve enjoyed during my time here.
When I was first approached to serve, I
asked some of my closest friends and relatives if it’s advisable to serve in such a capacity. Those who said no had their own
difficult experiences with problematic
boards of directors or convulsive organizations. It was Sheldon who assured me that
the time commitment is minimal for the
very opposite reason: the board is indeed

right Sheldon has been. In these three
years of board meetings there has been
zero time spent on arguments, and much
time on deliberation and consideration of
alternatives in an effort to do the right
thing on behalf of the synagogue. In addition, each board member’s time commitment is enough to cover all of the many
tasks required to keep a synagogue’s operation running smoothly. My sincere thanks
goes to each of them who has served during these past three years.
When starting this position I told myself
that I would like to keep Ezras Israel as it
was when I started—small, struggling, and
virtually anonymous. The last thing on my
mind was a building campaign. In that regard things have turned out quite differently. As our membership has grown, and

is expected to grow, a building has become a matter of
necessity, if nothing else than to have a place to store
all of the strollers! While it’s difficult to realistically
predict when the construction will be complete, I am
convinced that it will come to completion because we
are clearly enjoying a wonderful dose of השגחה פרטית.
The most difficult part of this position for me has
been giving the announcements. R. Kreiser, quoting
the many sources on the subject of lashon ha-ra, has
increased everyone’s sensitivity to the problem of saying the wrong thing. The risk is even greater while

speaking in public. If I have done something during the
announcements that hurt someone’s feelings, either by
commission or by omission, I can only ask for forgiveness.
Perhaps the most satisfying event of the past three
years was reading an email I received last December
in which the sender remarked “Ezras Israel is such a
wonderful shul.” For that everyone gets credit. At this
time we still don’t know who the next president will
be, but that person will enjoy a supportive board a
supportive synagogue with a very bright future.

Annual Kids Chanukah Party
Families had a wonderful evening at Ezras Israel celebrating Chanukah. The annual Kids Chanukah party,
sponsored by Nechama and Michael Fellner, celebrates the cherished memory of Nechama’s grandparents who held an annual Chanukah party for her and
her siblings. In that spirit, kids and their families enjoyed a host of activities including a pizza party, making edible dreidels and menorahs, Chanukah cards
and decoration making. With lively Israeli Chanukah
music filling the room, kids played driedel, enjoyed
Chanukah games, and made their own hand-made
candles. Festivities would not be complete without
sufganiyot, goody bags brimming with Chanukah gelt
and small treasures. It was a wonderfully fun evening
and B”H, we cannot wait to see you all at next years
festivities!! Be sure to join us then!
B'Shalom, Nechama and Michael

Annual Patrons’ Dinner
Glamour and glitz were on hand for the annual patrons’ dinner at
the Kosher Pastry Oven last November. Sheldon and Roz hosted a
memorable evening that included a D’var Torah by R. Kreiser,
presentation of a certificate recognizing Sheldon and Roz’s efforts
for organizing these events for several years, and the ever-delicious food served by the Kosher Pastry Oven and its hard-working
staff. The guests took out their phones and shared images of important events in their lives. Word has it that the squash soup was
the closest thing to the manna in the desert, while the salmon and
the chicken make living in the galut more than tolerable. In spite
of his best efforts, this reporter couldn’t
get the recipe for the dessert. All the
guests had a great time, and everyone
looks forward to next year’s event.
The biggest problem a gossip columnist has with covering the patrons’ dinner is that there is never any gossip to
report!

Learning Schedule

Shabbat mornings—Rabbi’s shiur on weekly parashah, 8:15 AM at the shul. Open to all.
Sunday mornings—Rabbi’s talmud class, after shahris. Men only.
Wednesday evenings—Rabbi’s shiur, 9:00 PM at the shul. Men only. Contact R. Kreiser for topic and to confirm
learning is scheduled for a given week.

Are you receiving the weekly Ezras
Israel email?

From: Ezras Israel Yahoo Group [ezrasisrael]
Keep current with davening times, upcoming events, and more. Subject: [Ezras Israel] Shabbat Bo at Ezras Israel

To subscribe, visit http://groups.yahoo.com/ group/ezrasisrael.

Mazal
Tov!

!מזל טוב

Yoram & Shoshana Barnoy on the marriage of Eran to Tzvia in Israel.
Mark and Tamira Lautman on the upcoming marriage of Ronen to Avithal Elias in Israel.
Naomi & Ben Beroukhim on the high-school graduation of Mayan from JDS.
Rabbi and Tova Weiss on the recent marriage of their daughter Miriam and, a month later,
their son Menachem.
Yisroel Bacharach on birth of a grandson, Ben Chai to his son Hershel.
Ben Nun family on the birth and brith of their son and baby brother Yagel Yaakov.

Condolences
תנחומים

Harvey Schwartz on the recent passing of his wife Elaine ( )ז"ל.
Naomi Beroukhim on the passing of her father Hodadad Chakakian (  )ז"לin
Israel.

Yashar Koach!

39th wedding anniversary (on
! • יישר כוחVaera)
Sheldon Needle to commemorate
Kiddushim
the yahrzeit of his mother Rina
• Ben-Nun family in memory of
bas Moredechai Hacohen
Golan's father Yaakov ben David
• Mark & Charlene Disler in honor
• Manny and Nancy Zymelman to
of Chanukah and the children of
celebrate the visit of their
Ezras Israel.
daughter Naomi Weinberg and
• Jerry Roschwalb in
her family.
commemoration of his father's
• Jacobovits family in memory of
yahrzeit Shmuel Zanvil ben
Rachmil's mother Misie Devora
Yaakov (on Vayigash), and for his
bas Moshe Dov v'Rochel (on
mother's yahrzeit Itta Bas Tzvi
Vayishlach), and in honor of their
Halevi ( (on Toldot)

Speedy Recovery
רפואה שלמה

• Ben and Naomi Beroukhim to
commemorate the first yahrzeit of
her mother, Gohar Chakakian
• June Graff and Doreen Blech in
commemoration of their mothers'
yahrzeits Rachel Manheimer and
Rita Wacks

Events

• Nehama and Michael Fellner for
hosting the annual children's
Hannukah dinner
• Sheldon and Roz Needle for
organizing the annual patrons'
dinner

Norm Pollack
Rabbi Emanuel Goldsmith

our last newsletter, there as been a bit of progress regarding the expanBuilding Expansion Since
sion. Regardless, fundraising remains our current obstacle. In that regard, we

hope to print a chart tracking our progress toward securing the amount required to build, and to display it inside
the synagogue. We encourage anyone who may know a donor, or know even a potential donor, to mention this
project and its necessity to serve our community’s needs.

Memorialize a loved one with a Memorial
Plaque or by donating a Machzor, Siddur or
Chumash. Call Rachmil at 301-770-4342 or
301-461-4984 or e-mail milujaco@gmail.com.

Donate to the Ezras Israel Hachnosat Orchim
Fund to support the hospitality the Rabbi
extends to the community.

For the holidays and all your special
occasions, send personalized Chesed Cards
and Help Ezras Israel at the same time. Call
June Graff 301.770.7129.

Celebrate a special occasion! Sponsor a
Kiddush. Call Rachmil Jacobovits or by e-mail
milujaco@gmail.com or reserve online at
www.ezrasisrael.org.
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C ongregation Ezras Israel
P.O. Box 2281
Rockville, MD 20847

Date
Day
Parsh – Chag – Event
Candlelig Erev
Latest Shabbat End
hting
Mincha Shma
Yom Tov Shabbat
Actual
Mincha Yom Tov
4:59 PM 5:00 PM 9:51 AM 4:45 PM 6:01 PM
Jan 22 Fri-Sat Beshalach
Jan 29 Fri-Sat Yitro
5:07 PM 5:05 PM 9:50 AM 4:50 PM 6:09 PM
5:15 PM 5:15 PM 9:47 AM 5:00 PM 6:17 PM
Feb 05 Fri-Sat Mispatim – Mevorchim Adar 1
5:23 PM 5:25 PM 9:43 AM 5:10 PM 6:26 PM
Feb 12 Fri-Sat Trumah
5:31 PM 5:30 PM 9:38 AM 5:15 PM 6:32 PM
Feb 19 Fri-Sat Tetzaveh
5:39 PM 5:40 PM 9:33 AM 5:25 PM 6:40 PM
Feb 26 Fri-Sat Ki Tissah
Mar 04 Fri-Sat Vayaqhel – Shabbat Shekalim, Mevorchim Adar 2 5:46 PM 5:45 PM 9:27 AM 5:30 PM 6:48 PM
Mar 11 Fri-Sat Pikudei
5:53 PM 5:55 PM 9:21 AM 5:40 PM 6:55 PM
Mar 18 Fri-Sat Vayiqra – Shabbat Zachor
7:01 PM 7:00 PM 10:15 AM 6:45 PM 8:02 PM
Mar 23 Wed
Ta’anit Esther Fast starts 5:46AM, ends after Megillah Reading or 8:04PM, whichever is later
Mar 24 Thu
Purim
Mar 25 Fri-Sat Tzav
7:07 PM 7:05 PM 10:08 AM 6:50 PM 8:09 PM
Apr 01 Fri-Sat Shmini – Shabbat Parah, Mevorchim Nissan
7:14 PM 7:15 PM 10:01 AM 7:00 PM 8:16 PM
Apr 08 Fri-Sat Tazriah – Shabbat HaHodesh, Rosh hodesh
7:21 PM 7:20 PM 9:55 AM 7:05 PM 8:22 PM
Nissan
Apr 15 Fri-Sat Metzorah – Shabbat HaGadol
7:28 PM 7:30 PM 9:49 AM 7:15 PM 8:29 PM
Apr 22 Fri-Sat Pessah Day 1 Latest time for eating chometz
7:35 PM 7:35 PM 9:43 AM 7:20 PM 8:36 PM
10:27AM סוף זמן אכילת חמץ
8:36 PM 7:35 PM 9:43 AM 8:20 PM 8:37 PM
Apr 23 Sat-Sun Pessah Day 2 No food prep for 2nd day until
after 8:36 PM
Apr 28 Thu-Fri Pessah Day 7
7:41 PM 7:40 PM 9:39 AM 7:25 PM 8:42 PM
8:42 PM 7:40 PM 9:38 AM 8:25 PM 8:45 PM
Apr 29 Fri-Sat Pessah Day 8 No food prep for 8th day until
after 8:42 PM
May 06 Fri-Sat Ahrei Mot – Mevorchim Iyyar
7:48 PM 7:00 PM 9:34 AM 7:35 PM 8:52 PM
7:55 PM 7:00 PM 9:30 AM 7:40 PM 9:00 PM
May 13 Fri-Sat Kedoshim
Shabbat at Ezras Israel

Eruv status: Call 240-627-1661 or Twitter @RNBEruv. Shachrit 9:00 am; Mincha/Maariv as above, followed by seudah
shlishit and Ma’ariv.

Yom Chol at Ring House, Activity Room 3

Sunday 8:30 AM followed by rabbi’s shiur (men only). Monday, Thursday, and other Torah reading days: 8:05 AM. Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and other non-Torah reading days: 8:15 AM.

